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' Pocahontas County owes its early development larg LIRS
| _ {ni ers d scovored
; sosition on the boundary of Virginia. °1opcer1nb exﬁlor 8 d18c

i{ts rich valleys on their first short trips beyond the Alleﬁhenb bar‘

rier. Later,titrbhecame an 1mnortant gatewav for settlers from the

eastern cnmmunltlea “ho'ﬁashed 1nto the free landq of the Ohlo co“ntr\.

~he county, in its geograuhlcdl placement and contour,-ls qulte 8+m1ldr
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to West Virginia, 1tself. Trim the northern panhandle ref_’;lon from a

map of state and the remainder will be surprisingly llke’a map of

Pocahontas. Like the'state, the county extends much farther north,
south, east, and west thin its size would indicate. From é? degrees,
40 minutes north latitude at its soufnefmost h01nt 1t atrebchea to

\

38 degrees £5 minutes north latitude.  Similarly 1t reaches from 73

)

jegrees, 35 minutes to 80 degveﬂs, 24 minutes west 1o ngltuae “//

pre than 900 q:uare miles of lnnd maxe Pocanontas the thlrd \.

e e —— — -

3
$
i
>ounty offthe state in s%
=

ze. It was formed from g;rta of Batn Pend- 2 F
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leton, and Randolph counv;_s and was originally thOubht to contaln e
© sjuare milez. Boundaries, as determined by the V;rﬁln*a legxa-
~wre 1n ldzl, were as follows: : i

tginning at the line of Greenbrier County on top of t.h-e Alle-

Kountain Thence with the said line to the head of Spice Run;
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#alh Lhe Baid line to the end of the Droop Mountain, thence waith
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- ins-ts, to the mountmin ojposite the h.mt.:.on Df th'
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"hree, 2age 2

,fu:_“rad. where the road leaaing from Clover Lick UO Raﬁaolpn
~thouse, crosses said mouniaan, thence & streigut line O Whnere
1 ine of Pendlelon county intersects tne line of Batu and RanGolpn
nounti€s On top of the mo@ntaln between Cheat and Greenbriex RiveTs,
.nce with the tOp of said mou nhaan to wnere the road lezcing from
s gvens 0 pandolyh Courd house crosses 1t, thence a sLralg ‘ht line

+he Allegheny Mountain 0“)081u6 thehead of the east forx

-

. « Creenbrier River, thence with the top of the said mountaln to

-

pendleton line, thence with the ton of the sa1d mountain to the

we straight line from the Slavens road Lo the mountain 0ppos.ite
. .
.=t Fork of Greenbrier caused much confusion. As county

-ves were then, & corridor was formed cubtiing of f a part of Pendleton

(S
.-~ *wme main body of the county. Alsc, & "no man's land" was created
-ent Lo Randoldhb. After conb;dcvable dispute the ho“ndaxles wWere
~ovei Lo the present location. Pocanontas thus &alned a vast area of
. (zher land. Burner, May, Gertrude and Wiideli are lumber towns

rang up in this formerly disputed Lerritory. About

ten miles

. ern ¥arzland Railroad together witnh attenalng OQuratléns a8

«n. NAfew years later Lhe gsouthern border was- chanl cd sligutly
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. county its present area of 602,680 acres. As
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CHAPTER THREE.JaMATURAL SETTING S_Fiocahontas(:ounty)

Beginni@g August 26th 1940
Roscoe W. Brown.

Part 1. .
Sec A, Pocshontas County is situated on the easternside of the State somewhat
velow the center of West Virginia, is adjoining the State of virginia in the easi, {
the meanders of the Alleghany mountains ,and the watershed thereof which is the 7

line between virginia and West Virginia ,forms the eastern boundry line of Pocahontas
County except the north end of the County which is bounded on the eaet by Pendleton

County of West Virginia.

Pocahontas County is bounded on the north and north-west by Webster and
Randolph Counties, on the north-east by Pendleton County , on the east by Highland
erd Bath Counties of the State of Virginia, and on the south-west by Greenbrier County .

The Geographal poeition of Pocahontee County ,or as it is oriented in the
State of West Virginia,in reference to its position of Latitude and Longitudinal
leparture ; at the High-8chool Biildinguat Greenbank taken as a point as near as
can be defined ,is 38 degrees ,25 minutee ,and 33 seconds of North Latitude, and
79 degreee, 49 minutee , and 30 seconds of Longitude from Greenwich,
The Googrnphai::o:f"‘gulinton ( the County seat of Pocahontae County ) is
tpprozimately ae taken from the Topographical Maps made by U,S.Engineers for the

“sclogical Burveye, is 38 degrees and 13 minutes of North Latitude, and 80 degreee
»

end € minutes of Longitude.

In reference to the Magnetic decl S
ag eclination ,or the dc}ilination of the magnetic

cempease needls , from the true North Meridian appears to be 4 degrees and 30 minutes
€5 West Declinetion , with an annual change of 3 minutes per year
{ A1 the U.B, C
! We U.B. Coverment surveya ure baned on the True North Meridian . all
e loe b, |
Goal and privite lands are surveyed by the Magnoetic Meridia )
n.
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t-southweet direction
ning in a northeas
ig nearly 60 milee run

paximum length

2¢ piles narrowing to about 12niles toward the northern end.

f
The present area of Pocahontas Couniy, as determined with planimeter r‘om

the topographic sheets of the United State Geological Survey as follows:

Greenbank District =---- 319,24 Square Miles.

Eurtersville District----- 193. 64 square Miles.

zdray Districte---- 237,05 SQuare Miles. .

Little Levels District--- 192,68 Square Miles,. A”
Total--remeeccmec e 942,61 Square Miles . or about 602.839‘ more or lesc

Fochbatdss County was formed by an act of the Virginia Legikature in Dec

~ember 1821, while West Virginia was a part of the State of Virginia,

it was fommed from parid of Bath, Pendleton , and Randolph Counties , and
“axt iize was suppsed to contain 820 square miles.

The boundry lines of Pocahontas County as origionally established by the

Firginia Legislature 4in December 1821 are as follows

-

“#ginning at the line of Greenbrier County on Yop 6f the Allegheny Mountain

Thence with the eaid line td the head of Spice Run, thence with the said line to the

op Younialn, thence with psaid line to Fryers

- A I.‘ *a - P
L e Dre

Knod, thence with said lime
® the line of Bath and Randolph, thence

“ Thers 14t sntersect

with the line dividing
fatan — o ) d th t
WESEAFS and Creenbrier Countioes y¥0 the mountain opp:nii.::;la:?:::og){ St::al Run with

to the mouth of the

ecimme RS Yor, hence a straight 1line

dry fork of E1kRi ver,
scg % It 1lin 2 h ) '
& siraly ine W the top of the Bountainbetwoen the head of the valley River
. & ' | .
e peiot last sforseaid,

w*here the road lon;ii.-u; from Clover Lick to Randolph

“08 . Creces i un L

vESS Sald mountaln , thence a stradght 1ine to where the line of

ne - n
fendletosn ety istersests the line of Bath

euanilal e
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eat and Greenbrier Rivers, thence with the top of said mountain to

,battoaﬂ ch
o the road leading from slavend o Raddolph Court house crosees it, thence a

wherl

gtaight line to the top of the Alleghany Mountain opposite the head of the east
tork of the Greenbrier River, thence with the top of the said mountain to the
pendleton line, thence with the top of the eaid mountain to the beginning.
) See" Dyers Index of the land grants of west Virginia for the above calls)
1t appears that the ostablishment of the straight line from the point in the
road leading from Slaven,s to the Randolph County Court house to the top of the
Alleghany Mountain opposite the head of the Bast Fork of the Greenbrier River

{n later years,led to much misunderstanding ,and gontroversy between the Counties
from Harrison Countj
Poeahontas and Randolph. . Randolph County was fonme%hPy an Act of the Virginia

Assexbly in October 1786 , and did, nt include the head waters of the Wwedt Fork

of the Greenbrier River; and it appeared that the said line would wgld cut a

part of Pendleton in two parte not joining. Pendleton County line as established

by the Virginia Assembly in December 1787 ,only called for the top of the Alleghany

azd along the same ,and the east side of the Greenbrier waters to the south-west

fountain of the South Branch, this point was the corner of Augustia County at that
4im9 and later formed the setting of the Bath County line as formed from Augusta

County in 1791

After the formation of Pocahontas County in 1821 , the greater portion of

the area drained by the waters of the West Fork of the Greenbrier River was not

sempletely included in the County lines abovs mentioned and therefore appeared to
- %o Mans Land® and was all due to the fact that the origional calls show a
sisurderstianding on the part of the drafteman

of the bill ,as to the topographical
situstiion of the country,

It was agreed to
onnd understood by the 6fficial of Pocshontas and Randolph

Cocniios that a 4
efinite line must be established betweon the two Counties
&% ANLs particular peint of controversy




( Page ¥)

ene service of BN Yeager a qualified land surveyor wae secured to survey
nd establish a line as directed bp a board of commissioners; The survey notes
.t B.M.Yeager bearing date of May 22nd 1876 purports the fact that he began at
the top of Back Alleghany , on Shavers Mountain ,where the Staunton and Parkersburg

Turnpike road crosses the top of said Mountain ; ( This point had been the most

athern point or corner of Pocahontas County for a period of 55 years).
tzence with the top of said montain on the divide between the waters of the
srextrier River ,and the waters of the Shavers Fork of Cheat River , and following

the water shed of the Greenbrier waters to a point onthe top of the Alleghany

n
¥ountain on the Pendlsto County line .
The said surveyor gives the whole distance 8415 poles--- $42.07%

Roversed ————ootomeats T R T 7276 poles  $ 36.38
amber of courses--------- 146 =====-== 4.56

The whole distance of the new line between Randolph and Pocshontas County

i
fo about 27 milese. ( The bearings and distanc,s of the courses are omitted at}his
FLaze)

The following is the Commissioners report of the line ,and the same i#

t mailer of record in the County Clerks Office of Pocahontas County West Va.

1= Deed Book JNo 15 at Page 188

¥s Bherman H, Clark ,Williax 8, Overholt, and John C. Price Commissioners

#% the part of Pocahontas County and,

"W, Craeford, Micholas Marstiller , and 8,D. Strader Commissioners .on
»

WRALT of ‘Raslelph County , and B, W, Byrne who was dully chose Unpire by said

iistigners, who were appointed sacording

to law, to ascertain and fix that

FEIS sl e Coumty line between the sald Countien

about which there has bdeen a
FEEire werey Yetesen sald Counties .

Uet in the vioinityof said disputed line
8 The L7t dey of Tuguet 1880 « And firet dully svera

i on hearing evidence
WSS mpsmabt of seunabl. The saild Bherman M

Clark, Willims 0. Overholt and

. Friee _ad 2. 0. B5ree




onSohavers Mountain ,where the

. to wit bdeginning on the tpp of Back Alleghany ,
gtaunton ndéd pParkersburg Turnpike road crosses the top of gaid Mountain and
running thence with the top of said Mountain on the 44 vide, between the waters
of Greenbdbrier River and the waters of dhavers Fork of Cheat River as follows .
( the first call of the l1ine) S5.33 E. 58 poles . =277 ( The bearings and
distances of the courses of the line are ommitted at this place ,but can furnish
shes if necesary , ) ( The last call or 1ine) N. 37 E. 70 poles to & Hemlock ,
cherry and 2 Beeches o1 the top of Alleghany Mountain .  where the said dividing
ridge intersects the gaid Alleghany Mountain,

Ths Commissioners an the part of Randolph County dissenting .

Commissioners on the part of Pocahontas County . s, H,Clark,

Wo Overholt

John C. Price

B. W. Byrne, Umpire.

Pesshontas County Clerks Office .

Azgust 24th 1882

Tne foregoing plat and report of the County line between the Pocahontas and =

Sasdslon Ssunties was presented in tAdsOffice and admitted to record

TEST _ JOHN J,BEARD CLERK.




( Page 6 )

e eptadblishment of the disputed line by the Commiseioners , which appears

to have been controllg by the deciding wvote of the Umpire added much valuation
to the Greenbank District of Pocahohtas County; The ¥aluation of many thousand
scres of wvaluable timber fell to Pocshontas County , and many years afterward
pany different Band Saw mills and LiBer Towne were established within the
disputed area , The Lumber Towne- Burner, May, Gertrude , and Wildell, and
sther lumber operations on the Western Maryland R ailroad were in the area that was
seded to Pocahontas County, These were all large Lumber towne with Churches
and Schools , and had all the modern conveniencies ,that went to make up a
iesiradle place for the employees,and their families o live, while the mills
wers in operation , The duration of the milles that operated on the West Fork of

the Greenbrier River wae from 1900 to about 1920,

About 10 miles of the Western Maryland Railroad is within this disputed

t
area , and adding +that amount of valudion of the rolling stoek to Pocahontas

eoaty.
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, eleveled pulpit in other end, two smell 12 light winﬂtn o L
jcers ngo the side galleries were taken out end the building ceiled. Benches

tuken out end chairs put in. This church ies still in use and wae built in

ss the records show it was deeded July 4, 1835.

giray Church was built in 1863 E, D. King was the contractor and builder.

t price above foundation $700.00. For this work Lakin and Feters furnished

¢ +wenty thousend feet of lumber from their mill at Clover Lick, delivered at

. Gey Siding; which is now the Fair Grounds, for ten dollars per thousand white

e na

lusber. Everything summed up, ell told, the Edray church cost2032.25 .
gdray Post Office was the first post office in Edray Community.
¥nen looking for a neme, Mrs. Eliz-n Moore, mothei: of t he latt': George P. Moore

:ble reader, suggested a Bible name and eaid "Call the post office Edreil

- B2 R

sving off the ei and adding Iy meking Edray the name of the first post office.

rrice was esteblished about 1850. As soon as Geo. P. Moore was of sge, he

s post mester and continued to be until his death in 1922, He was the oldest

esterin the U: s. A.

From Pocahonta.s Times ---Nov. 4, 1926
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GREEN BANK DISTRICT -‘Pg—-e..a R0 T WJC'.

Green Bank District is the most northern district

- Ln‘\"'c'\ - \ -
wﬁf‘e county. It is bounded on the north and north-west

by Rendolph County, on the east by Pendleton and Highland
counties, south by Huntersville and Edray Districts. The
urface is broken and mountsinous. The fountain streams

Sui'd

of the Greenbrier river constitute the drzinage system.
Among these are iie east and west branches of the Greenvrier
river, Little River, Deer Creek, Horth fork of Deer Creek

and Leatherbark Creek.

Tie old mill which has been mentioned with the machine
-4 connection with the meking of tools and implements of iron
2 steel. This machine was used in drawing out and flanning
large iron and steel for making wagon t;res, horse shoes,
2ovel plows, bolts, nails end shaping out heavy iron work.
-5¢ site of the old Mill end Tilt Hammer is on the land of
ATy Wooddell, near Greenbank, in Greenbank District. Thae

** Bnc embankments may be seefn on the west side of the road

- |

tin Sutton's Blacksmith shop and Henry Wooddell's
“#€. ihe old ¥ill race is now uced for the county road.
il wvms a great labor saving for the community and hagd
¢ early development of the community.
ruan Conrad of Frederick County, Meryland, purchased
vhanm Jaylor Orant from John Brown, on August 3rd, 1799,

Sean L MIneass Lue water power of liorth Ft‘!"k, waiich was

.-

Cart=aills redék at thi time. hHe built a Tud ¥ill or

=44 o160 n £8Pt in running condition for ten or fift.een




